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Champion of IDEAS Task-Based Collaborative Activities

You will need the Teacher’s Guide, Reader, and Writer of the level that you will be teaching.
Activity 1: Scavenger Hunt 

With a partner, complete the following “scavenger hunt” using any level of the Champion of IDEAS Teacher’s Guide:
1. How many distinct subsets are there in the Champion series?

2. What proficiency levels are covered by the Red Level?
3. What proficiency levels are covered by the Blue Level?
4. What proficiency levels are covered by the Yellow Level?

5. Why is the program organized in this way? In other words, why do we NOW group English Learners homogeneously by Proficiency Level?

6. Read the program components on page 4 and discuss how they are used in the program.
7. Read page 7.  Explain the three step lesson plan format. 

8. Read pages 14 and 15. Discuss the learning principles teachers should keep in mind in order to develop effective lessons.

9. Read pages 12-13. How are students placed into the Champion program? Where are the placement tests found?
10. How does the program assess student learning according to pages 16-19? What types of formative and summative assessments are there in Champion? 
11. What are the four skills that are emphasized in all the lessons? (refer to pages 22 and 23)
12. Analyze the Overview of any chapter of your choice. What does it contain?
Unit, Chapter, and Lesson Exploration

Based on the proficiency level you will be teaching this year, you will explore a unit of instruction. You will later use this same unit to plan for a lesson in the next activity.

1. Select a unit.
2. What is the proficiency level of the unit?

3. How many chapters are there in the unit?

4. What is the focus of the unit? 
5. Browse the learning objectives for the unit (found on the pages before the unit opener, e.g., pp. 20-23 of Red Level TG).
6. Look at the lesson overview chart of a lesson within a chapter, and find the following:

· Target vocabulary words  
· Resources needed
· Time allocated for the Warm-up, Connect, and Extend sections
· The key language objectives

7. Within the first lesson, find the following:

· Teacher’s daily directions for the Warm-up
· Teacher’s daily directions for the Connect 
· Teacher’s daily directions for the Extend
· Warm-up: Explain the purpose of this part of the lesson plan
· Connect: Explain the purpose of this part of the lesson plan
· Extend: Explain the purpose of this part of the lesson plan
8. At the end of the chapter, find the following:

· Evaluation section

· Directions and script to administer the end-of-chapter test.

9. Where do students take the end-of-chapter tests? How are the end-of-chapter tests scored? Where are the answer keys?
COMPLETE THE ACTIVITY FOR THE LEVEL THAT YOU ARE TEACHING.

Activity 2A: Red Level Lesson
Select a partner to complete this activity.

In Chapter 9, Lesson 2 (Early Intermediate level) there is a simple cartoon on page 89 of the Reader representing a lesson involving the Reader and the Writer (“Preparing for a Party.”)  At first glance, it looks like a simple cartoon that the students will be reading.  However, it really is a complex teaching tool that engages students in several ways. 

WARM-UP

In the Warm-Up section, before reading the cartoon, the teacher engages the students with realia and a role play to connect to prior knowledge. Skim through page 308 and discuss the warm-up activities used to introduce the topic and engage student interest.

CONNECT

Pre-Reading Strategies
Look at page 310 of the teacher’s guide and read #4 and #5. What are the pre-reading strategies used?

Pre-reading strategies:

a. Identify title.
b. Preview pictures and ask questions about each one. 
c. Teacher reads the text twice.
d. Teacher reads the text a third time, stopping after each sentence and students repeat the sentence. Teacher explains words students do not understand.
e. Teacher reads the text a fourth time, stopping at the bolded vocabulary words and students supply the missing words. Students ask questions about the reading.
f. Student pairs read the selection together.
Comprehension Check and Make Connections

1. 
Look at page 310 of the teacher’s guide and read #6. What is the purpose of this? 
2. 
Read #7 on page 310 of the teacher’s guide. How do students connect what they read to themselves?
3.
Read #8 on page 311 of the teacher’s guide and search the selection in the Reader for countable and uncountable nouns. Then search the Reader selection for possessive pronouns (his, her, our, their) and target prepositions (before, after). How does the lesson present and review these grammatical concepts?
4.
Read #9 in the teacher’s guide. Complete Activity 88 in Writer.
5.
Read about the homework assignment on page 311 of the teacher’s guide.
Activity 2B: Blue Level Lesson
Select a partner to complete this activity.

1.
Skim pp. 74-77 of the teacher’s guide. With your partner, determine the focus of activities #8, #9, and #10 (e.g., reading, writing, grammar, syntax).
_________________________________________________________________________________    

_________________________________________________________________________________    
2.
Proceed to item #9, at the bottom of the left hand column on p. 75.

· Take out the Chapter 18, Lesson 1 Vocabulary Sheet that has been provided. Look at the adjectives column and select either group 1 or group 2.

· Open the Blue Level Reader. Turn to page 24, “Examining Prose, Poetry, and Drama.” Select three adjectives and find the sentences in the reading that contains these adjectives. Write the sentences below:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Next, find the definitions for the three adjectives. Remind each other that you can use your prior knowledge, context clues, or the IDEA Dictionary 3 to arrive at the definition. Write the definitions below: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· With your partner, take several minutes to discuss how the comparative form of the adjective is created. Hint: The explanation is found in the very last paragraph on p. 75 and continues on to the first paragraph on p76.

· Ask each other how you know whether to add the suffix -er or put the word more in front of the adjective.
· Refer to Guide 12 (The Comparative Form) that is provided and take a few minutes to review the rules with each other.
· Turn to Activity 16 in the Writer and listen to the directions in order to complete this worksheet.
· Review your answers with the entire group.

3.  You have just completed several exercises from the CONNECT part of the lesson.
· What is the focus of the CONNECT part of the lesson?
· Find an example of how the lesson connected back to the Reader. Hint: refer back to p.75, the second and third paragraphs of the second column.

· Does this lesson support the development of grammatical proficiency for your EL students? How and why?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Activity 2C: Yellow Level Lesson
Form groups of four to complete this activity.

1. 
Review p. 205 of the teacher’s guide, which is the lesson overview page. What three strands of information are provided in the top part of the grid?

_________________________________________________________________________________    

2.
Review the next part of the grid, WARM-UP.
· Where is the list of “Language Objectives” for this lesson found?

· Why are listening and speaking domains covered but not reading and writing?

_________________________________________________________________________________    

_________________________________________________________________________________    

3.
Proceed to p. 207. Go to #2 of WARM-UP.

· Read the lesson plan. What is the purpose of this activity?

_________________________________________________________________________________    

_________________________________________________________________________________    
· Turn to Activity 65 in the Writer.

· Have one person from your group read points 1-5 in the teacher’s guide while the group records their answers on the activity sheet.

· Designate one person from the group to retell the main idea and details related to each point.
· Designate one person to explain how they were able to decode a difficult word

· Provide corrective feedback to each other on missing details, word meanings, etc. 
4.
Read #3 of WARM-UP on p. 208 of the teacher’s guide.

· Create a strategy reference card. You can use the model on Guide 23 or a different format.
· Each group will read aloud one strategy they developed.

5.
After working with the WARM-UP part of the lesson,

· Why do you think it is necessary to incorporate a receptive approach to this topic?

· Can you find examples that give students opportunities for oral language production and rehearsal?
_________________________________________________________________________________    

_________________________________________________________________________________    
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